Arbor Day Celebration… Seeking Community Volunteers and Sponsors

Arbor Day is the day set aside each year; to celebrate trees. In our community we are observing Arbor Day on May 9, 2011.  Keep Greenville Beautiful hosts our single most comprehensive educational event in tandem with the National Arbor Day Foundation.  Locally we sponsor a city wide poster contest for students in all Greenville elementary schools from Kindergarten through 5th grade.  Contest guidelines will be given to all K-5 classrooms on April 18, 2011.  Winners will be selected at each grade level, on every campus.  Winners will be invited to a city wide celebration and awarded a ribbon from the Mayor of Greenville; Tom Oliver.  Representatives from Keep Greenville Beautiful will present an Arbor Day assembly to all elementary students the morning of May 9th on their individual campuses.  Poster contest winners will be announced and given a commemorative t-shirt to wear to the city wide celebration.  The event has been moved back to its original home; the Fletcher Warren Civic Center.  
Seven elementary select choir groups will be performing at the Civic Center; all presentations will be focused on the National Arbor Day theme, “trees in our community”. We cordially invite everyone to attend this fun and entertaining event May 9th, 10:00 a.m. at the Fletcher Warren Civic Center.  This year’s Arbor Day theme will also be the premise behind our annual poster contest.  Students are asked to submit an 81/2” X 11” entry that depicts their own original artwork, about “trees in our community.”  If you are interested in volunteering with the Keep Greenville Beautiful education committee to judge entries, participate in campus presentations, or help at the Civic Center; please contact our office at (903) 455-1986 or send an email to keepgreenvillebeautiful@hotmail.com. 
In keeping with tradition, we believe that putting trees in the hands of our children is the best way to celebrate Arbor Day, and we would like to continue presenting each student with a tree seedling for them to nurture and grow.  We are currently seeking community partners to help sponsor our Arbor Day events, and the purchase of these saplings.  If you would like to be a sponsor we have four levels of sponsorship.  Each sponsor’s name or logo will be printed on the back of our Arbor Day t-shirts.  The levels of sponsorship are Golden Oak $500, Silver Maple $250, Blue Spruce $100 and Grassroots at $25.  

Typically 3,000 trees are purchased each year, and every year we hear from several citizen’s; young and not so young, that they too would like to have a tree to plant, so we think that in the spirit of conservation and education, we can provide for those requests by educating students to only take a tree if they have an adequate home for the seedling.  
This year will mark the 16th anniversary the City of Greenville will receive the Tree City USA designation.  The board of Keep Greenville Beautiful would like to request your support to help us once again provide for our students, the gift of trees; in celebration of Arbor Day.  We “leave” it up to you, to help us “grow for it.”  Please contact our office by April 29th if you are interested in being a sponsor and have your logo or name recognized on the commemorative Arbor Day t-shirt. Donations for Arbor Day sponsorship can be mailed to Keep Greenville Beautiful P.O. Box 1275 Greenville, TX 75403.
Grow for it…

Bonnie-Jean Stewart; 
Keep Greenville Beautiful Education Chair;

 a.k.a. “The Tree Lady” 
