Litter…such a dirty word!  Litter by definition is misplaced solid waste. It is blown by wind and traffic and carried by water.  It will travel until it is trapped by a curb, building or fence. According to a 2009 Keep America Beautiful litter study, 51 billion pieces of litter pollute U.S. roadways every year.
 Most people think litter gets on the roadside by people throwing trash out of cars; however that is not the case.  
There are 7 sources of litter:

household trash at curbsides
dumpsters used by businesses
loading docks
construction and demolition sites 
 uncovered trucks
motorists

pedestrians 
Interesting litter fact- cigarette butts according to Wikipedia are the most littered item worldwide.  One reason that this is a problem is many cars no longer come with ashtrays.  
As long as litter is on the ground it encourages more litter.  This makes towns less inviting to live in or visit.  Sadly it is something that will never go away and that someone will always have to clean up.  
Every year in April Keep Greenville Beautiful participates in the Texas Trash Off.  The past two years we have focused on major roadways in Greenville.  We decided once a year is not enough.  Since litter is ongoing, the clean up should be also.  Studies show when there is no litter people don’t want to litter. 

We will be beginning a mini trash pick up the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8am starting this Saturday November 12th.  We will meet at the Wesley Martin Building 4004 Moulton St. where our office is housed.  The location will be picked just previous to the clean up and given when you meet that morning to pick up your trash bags and orange vests.  
We hope this will grow with more and more volunteers each month.  Keeping your community litter free is a way to take pride in your community and hopefully lead others in that direction and discourage people not litter.  
Please contact Jennifer Pittsinger at our office at 903-455-1986 or by cell 903-422-0495.  You may also email us at keepgreenvillebeautiful@hotmail.com.  Our website is www.keepgreenvillebeautiful.org  and you can also follow us on facebook.
