We have all heard of recycling but how many of us do it?  In my neighborhood I notice that everyone has a garbage can out on pick up day but only a handful have their recycling out.  It is a very simple thing to do, but if you aren’t in the habit it takes a little effort to remember.  
Our city offers curbside recycling to all residents.  You just need to request a bin.  The big roll away bins make it so easy.  They hold a lot and you can just roll it to the road like a garbage can.  

You may think how will I remember to put that in recycle instead of the trash?  A simple solution is to keep a recycle can by your trash can and carry it out when it is full.  It is so easy!  You will be surprised how fast it fills up.  Just think of all the soda cans, plastic water bottles, glass bottles, paper boxes and milk jugs we throw away.  All of that bulky stuff takes up a lot of room in your trash can and then again in the landfill.  Did you know on average, each one of us produces 4.4 pounds of solid waste each day?  This adds up to almost a ton of trash per person, per year.

That definitely makes you stop and think.  So I looked up some more facts that might encourage you to recycle and why it is important.
Did you Know?

The U.S. is the #1 trash-producing country in the world at 1,609 pounds per person per year. This means that 5% of the world's people generate 40% of the world's waste.

A typical family consumes 182 gallons of soda, 29 gallons of juice, 104 gallons of milk, and 26 gallons of bottled water a year. That's a lot of containers -- make sure they're recycled!
About one-third of an average dump is made up of packaging material!
Every year, each American throws out about 1,200 pounds of organic garbage that can be composted.

On average, it costs $30 per ton to recycle trash, $50 to send it to the landfill, and $65 to $75 to incinerate it.

Out of every $10 spent buying things, $1 (10%) goes for packaging that is thrown away. Packaging represents about 65% of household trash, which can be recycled.
The highest point in Hamilton County, Ohio (near Cincinnati) is "Mount Rumpke." It is actually a mountain of trash at the Rumpke sanitary landfill towering 1045 ft. above sea level.
All of these facts combined together make a great case on why you should think about recycling.  Curbside recycling is available to all Greenville residents. If you live in an apartment complex you can take your recyclables to IESI or to the new roll away bin at the Farmer’s Market.  If you want to order a bin or have any questions regarding items that can be recycled contact IESI 903-450-8282. You can also go the City of Greenville website at www.ci.greenville.tx.us and go under the recycling information menu.  
