It’s Memorial Day Weekend and officially time to kick off summer!  As I was looking for ideas for greening your Memorial Day Weekend, I came across the phrase “carbon footprint”.  In case you aren’t familiar with that term Wikipedia defines it as "the total set of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions caused by an organization, event, product or person.  There are a lot of things that we can do to reduce our carbon footprint and it could be overwhelming if I gave them to you all at once.  I thought I would just share a couple instead to help my fellow Greenvillites reduce their footprint this summer.  
One of those ways is by purchasing local produce.  I am so excited about our local Farmers Market opening June 4th! There is nothing I like more than going to buy fresh fruits, veggies and other homemade items straight from the source. The great thing about farmers markets is that the items are fresh, it didn’t take a lot of fuel to get here, and you are supporting local growers and businesses which give back to the local economy. All of these things put less strain on our environment, lowering your carbon footprint.  

Another thing is recycling.  This is the time of year we are cooking out, going to the lake and having pool parties.  So much trash is generated that could be recycled and kept out of the landfill.  Recycling is SO easy.  If you are a Greenville resident it is available at your finger tips, or maybe I should say curbside.  IESI will provide you with a small green bin, but I recommend requesting a roll away for $1 a month, which looks just like your garbage can except it is blue.  It holds more and can easily be rolled to the curb.  There is NO sorting, just put it all in the bin.  All glass, plastic, aluminum, corrugated and light weight cardboard, paper and tin cans are in the recycle category.  Just think how much less trash you have if you put all those plastic cups, soda cans, tea jugs, and glass bottles in the recycling bin?  If you are having a party label one can TRASH and one RECYCLE.  You might even write items that can go in recycle so people will know.  For everyday use in your house do the same thing.  This will help educate family and friends on what goes where.
Doing these two small things this summer in our little town can make a big difference and reduce Greenville’s carbon footprint on the environment.

